To: McGrath, Shaun[McGrath.Shaun@epa.gov}; Card, Joan[Card.Joan@epa.gov]; Martin
Hestmark[Hestmark.Martin@epamail.epa.gov}; Stavnes, Sandra[Stavnes.Sandra@epa.gov]

Cc: Mylott, Richard[Mylott.Richard@epa.gov}; Guy, Kerry[Guy.Kerry@epa.govl; Laura
Williams[Williams.Laura@epamail.epa.gov}; Peronard, Paul[Peronard.Paul@epa.gov]
From: Ostrander, David

Sent: Wed 7/23/2014 7:15:07 PM
Subject: Red River Warehouse fire
shawn update.docx

Here is an update on the Williston warehouse fire.

OSC Paul Peronard along with 4 START personnel arrived at the Red River Supply Warehouse
fire site in Williston, North Dakota at approximately 9:30 pm on July 22 and established air
monitoring stations at approximately 10:30 pm. While en-route to the site, a phone conference
was held with North Dakota Department of Public Health personnel, EPA Environmental
Response Team (ERT), and the OSC to review Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for
chemicals inside the facility to determine likely combustion gases that would pose a public
health concern. The combustion products anticipated included carbon monoxide, nitric oxides,
hydrochloric acid, sulfur dioxide, chlorine, and ammonia, hydrogen sulfide. Based on the MSDS
information, EPA ERT indicated particulate emissions was the main concern regarding public
exposure from the fire.

EPA set up and ran several particulate monitors outside the perimeter boundary and conducted
combustion gas monitoring along the perimeter. EPA monitored conditions throughout Tuesday
night and early morning hours of Wednesday. Emission gas monitoring showed no measurable
levels of combustion products at the site perimeter. Particulate monitoring around the perimeter
measured elevated levels which dropped throughout the night. The Williston City particulate
monitoring station located in a residential area, a couple thousand feet northwest from the fire,
indicated minor to moderate levels of particulates.

This morning, EPA met in unified command with ND personnel, fire department personnel, and
the Red River Supply environmental contractors, Garner Environmental, to assess the site
situation and discuss next steps. EPA will continue to conduct air monitoring and will assist in
defining next steps to evaluate potentially contaminated storm water (being held in the storm
channel) and ponded site water. EPA field air monitoring data is being uploaded to EPA’s
response data base and should be available for review this afternoon. The OSC will also conduct
a site assessment to decide if any additional immediate actions are necessary for materials
remaining in the burned out structure.
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ND has requested assistance from EPA in putting out a joint statement regarding air monitoring.
We will coordinate the statement review with EPA management, North Dakota and local
officials and anticipate having it ready in the next 2 hours.
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